Did you know?

Facts from Miracle Man of the Western Front
Dr.Varaztad H. Kazanjian, Pioneer Plastic Surgeon
by Hagop Martin Deranian, D.D.S.

· As a 16-year old, Varaztad Kazanjian was smuggled out of Armenia to escape imprisonment for distributing pamphlets about the oppression of the Armenians in Turkey.  

· Arriving in the United States, Kazanjian passed through Ellis Island, and made his way to Worcester, home to the largest concentration of Armenian immigrants in the country.  

· After working long hours at Washburn & Moen, a.k.a. ‘the wire mill’ in Worcester, he attended night school.  In 1901, at the age of 22, he moved to Boston and enrolled at English High School.  

· Although he did not have a high school diploma, he passed the admissions exam at Harvard Dental School, and was admitted conditionally.

· As a dental student, Kazanjian became interested in the treatment of cleft palates and unusual facial and jaw deformities.  Nearly a decade later, he was appointed head of Harvard’s Prosthetic Dentistry Department.

· In 1915, a year after the outbreak of World War I, Kazanjian joined the Harvard Unit, a medical team that set up tent hospitals to treat the wounded on the battlefields in northern France. 

· Machine guns were to World War I what IEDs are to the War in Iraq.  As soldiers poked their heads out of the trenches, many sustained horrendous facial injuries for underestimating the power of these new weapons.  

· Without formal medical training, Kazanjian combined the skills he acquired working in the wire mill as a teenager with the techniques he developed as a dentist to invent new ways of reconstructing the faces of injured soldiers.  

· Before advances in reconstructive surgery, the ‘lucky’ survivors wore tin or copper masks to cover the missing parts of their faces.  

· Kazanjian was honored by King George V and named ‘a Companion of the Most Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St. George,’ giving him the highest honor, a minor knighthood, Great Britain could bestow on anyone who was not a British subject.

· In 1919, at the age of 40, the man who had practically invented modern plastic surgery decided to earn a medical degree and returned to Harvard.

· Kazanjian was simply another medical student until the day two distinguished British surgeons gave a demonstration at Harvard Medical School.   Spotting him in the audience, they rushed to his seat and practically dragged him to the platform.  After they told the stunned assembly that Kazanjian had taught them the very technique they were demonstrating, he became an instant hero.

· During his time at Harvard Medical School, Kazanjian was simultaneously a medical student, a professor, and a dentist with an active practice.  

· In 1931, Kazanjian fashioned a prosthesis to cover the part of Sigmund Freud’s jaw removed during cancer surgery eight years earlier.  In his diary, Freud calls him “the magician.”

· When Kanzanjian’s facial reconstruction techniques were hailed as ‘miracles’ in World War I, not even the best crystal ball would have predicted that 11 million cosmetic procedures would be performed in the United States in 2006. 

· In 1958, the headline of an article by Ivan Sandrof in the Feature Parade section of the Worcester Sunday Telegram announced that the “World’s Most Famous Plastic Surgeon Is a Worcester Man.”   
· In 1983, a NOVA documentary on PBS, “A Normal Face:  The Wonders of Plastic Surgery” focused on Kazanjian’s pioneering work.

· Since 1971, an annual Varaztad H. Kazanjian Memorial Lecture has been held at Massachusetts General Hospital.  

· Author Martin Deranian says he felt ‘fated’ to preserve the story of the Miracle Man.  As a teenager growing up in Worcester, he often heard about Kazanjian’s life and achievements.   While a student at the University of Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine, Deranian introduced himself to Kazanjian.  A lifelong friendship began during the late 1940s when their Boston dental practices were only a few hundred yards apart.  
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