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About the miracle man

Miracle Man of the Western Front is the inspiring story of Varaztad Kazanjian, a 16-year old who flees oppression in Turkish Armenia, combines night school with a daytime job in a wire mill in Worcester, Mass., attends Harvard Dental School, volunteers for the British Army Royal Medical Corps, “invents” modern plastic surgery  in battlefield hospitals on the western front, is honored by the King of England receiving a “lesser knighthood”,  is nicknamed “the Miracle Man of the Western Front” for his accomplishments.   

About the author

Even before they met, Martin Deranian was fascinated by the improbable life story of this amazing man.  For over 50 years, he collected the stories, photos and artifacts that form the basis of this impressive biography.  In the meantime, he married, raised a family, established a dental practice, taught at Tufts University, garnered an impressive array of honors and awards, and wrote two other books.  The most recent, Worcester Is America, published in 1998, chronicles the lives of many of the Armenian immigrants who settled in America. 

A treasure trove of information 

The story of Varaztad Kazanjian is amazing enough.  But this book contains several other stories.  It’s the story of places—Armenia, immigrant Worcester, Mass., and the British Military Hospitals of the Western Front.  It’s also the story of families—Kazanjian’s family of origin, the family he created, and many other families who shaped history or played a role in his life.  It’s also a fascinating tribute to the pioneers in battlefield and plastic surgery.  

To find out more – or to order

Would you like to learn more about Varaztad Kazanjian, the man Sigmund Freud called ‘the magician’ for his improvements to the prosthesis Freud wore after losing part of his jaw to cancer surgery?     
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